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Parliament; if he were taken to a park where no
houses were to be seen and told that that park sent
two representatives to Parliament. But if he were
told all this and were astonished at hearing it, he
would be still more astonished if he were to see large
and opulent towns, full of enterprise and industry and
intelligence, containing vast magazines of every
species of manufacture, and were then told that
these towns sent no representatives to Parliament."
Then Lord John went a step further, but in a diffe-
rent direction, for the purpose of giving his intelligent
stranger a new chance of surprise. " Such a person,"
he said, " would be still more astonished if he were
taken to Liverpool, where there is a large constitu-
ency, and told, here is a fine specimen of a popular
election. He would see bribery employed to the
greatest extent and in the most unblushing manner;
he would see every voter receiving a number of
guineas in a box as the price of his corruption ; and
after such a spectacle he would, no doubt, be much
astonished that a nation whose representatives are
thus chosen could perform the functions of legislation
at all, and enjoy respect in any degree. The confi-
dence of the country," Lord John went on to declare,
" in the construction and constitution of the House of
Commons is gone. It would be easier to transfer the
flourishing manufactures of Leeds and Manchester to
Gatton and Old Sarum than to re-establish confidence
and sympathy between this House and those whom
it calls its constituents."

Nothing could be more complete and correct as a
picture than this vigorous outline which Lord John